
Monotherapy: 
Methylphenidate, Amphetamine, Atomoxetine Stage 1 

ADHD Medication Algorithm (Adults and Youth)a 

Stage 6 

Stage 2 

Stage 3 

Stage 4 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

Monotherapy: 
Stimulant not used in Stage 1, Atomoxetine 

Monotherapy Alternate Class: 
Atomoxetine 

Bupropion Combination:  
Stimulant + Atomoxetine 

Antidepressant not used In Stage 5 b 

Stage 7 Alpha Agonistsc 

Stage 0 

Any stage(s) can be skipped 
Depending on the clinical picture. 

Non-Medication 
Treatment Alternative 

Diagnostic Assessment and 
Family Consultation Regarding 

Treatment Alternative 

Maintenance 

cMonitor for cardiovascular side effects. 

aFoothills Behavioral Health Medication Algorithm—ADHD 
  Adopted from Texas Medication Algorithm for ADHD 

Stage 8 
Consider: Stimulant & Alpha Agonist 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

Stage 5 Imipramine, or Nortriptylineb 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

 CONT Response Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

bMonitor Blood Level and EKG. 

 


