
AD + Typical Antipsychotic 
or 

AD + NGA 
Stage 1 

Algorithm for Major Depression (Psychotic) 

Stage 5 

Stage 2 

Stage 3 

Stage 4 

 CONT Response 

Abbreviations: 
 
NGA = New Generation Antipsychotic 
AD = Antidepressant 
TCA= Tricyclic Antidepressant 

Other 
Agent not used in 

Stages 1 or 2 

 CONT Response 

Efficacy Faliure: 
1) If non TCA, go to TCA 
2) If TCA, go to non TCA 
     or to Stage 3 

Side Effect Failure: 
Different Drug 

Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

 CONT Response 

ECT 

Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

Previously Untried 
#1 Agent + Lithium 
Augmenting Agent 

 CONT Response 

Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

NGA 

 CONT Response 
Partial Response 
or Nonresponse 

Go to Maintenace 
phase when  

indicated 

 
Adopted from Texas Medication Algorithm “Strategies for the Treatment of Major 
Depression (psychotic) Version 3” 


